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CHAPTER 326—S.F.No. 262 
An act relating to protection of groundwater; protecting sensitive areas; promoting and 

requiring certain best management practices; providing financial assistance for certain ground- 
water protection activities; authorizing local government groundwater and resource protec- 
tion programs; establishing a legislative water commission; providing for determination of 
water research needs; developing a water education curriculum; regulating wells, borings, and 
underground drillings and uses; regulating water conservation, water appropriations, and 
setting fees; establishing regulations, enforcing violations, and establishing civil and criminal 
penalties for violations relating to pesticide, fertilizer, soil amendment, and plant amend- 
ment manufacture, storage, sale, use, and misuse; providing a mechanism to aid cleanup and 
response to incidents relating to agricultural chemicals; providing a task force relating to 
sustainable agriculture; providing penalties; appropriating money; amending Minnesota Stat- 
utes 1988, sections 18B.01,'subdivisions 5. 12, 15, 19, 21, 26, 30, and by adding subdivisions; 
1819.04; 18B.07, subdivisions 2, 3, 4, and 6; 18B.08, subdivisions 1, 3, and 4; 183.26, 
subdivisions 1, 3, 5, and by adding a subdivision; 1813.31, subdivisions 1, 3, and 5; 18B.32, 
subdivision 2; 18B.33, subdivisions 1, 3, and 7; 18B.34, subdivisions 1, 2, and 5; l8B.36, 
subdivisions 1 and 2; 18B.37, subdivisions 1, 2, 3, and 4; 40.42, by adding a subdivision; 
40.43, subdivisions 2 and 6; 43/1.08, subdivision 1; 105.41, subdivisions 1, la, lb, 5, and by 
adding a subdivision; 105.418; 110B.04, subdivision 6; 11013.35, subdivision 3; 115B.20; 
1I6C'.4I, subdivision 1, and by adding a subdivision; and 473.877, by adding a subdivision; 
proposing coding for new law in Minnesota Statutes, chapters 3; 17; 18B; and 40; proposing 
coding for new law as Minnesota Statutes. chapters 18C; 18D; 18E; 103.4; 10319; 10311; and 
1031; repealing Minnesota Statutes 1988, sections 17.711 to 17.73; 18A.49; 18B.15; 18B.16; 
18B.18; 18B.19; 18B.20; 183.21,‘ 18B.22; 18B.23; 18B.25; 84.57 to 84.621; 105.51, subdivi- 
sion 3; and 156/1.01 to 1564.11. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MINNESOTA: 
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ARTICLE 1 

CHAPTER l03H 
GROUNDWATER PROTECTION

\ 

Section 1. [l03H.001] DEGRADATION PREVENTION GOAL. 
3 E Q gggl o_f Q state th_at groundwater Q maintained i_n it_s natural 

condition, E from fly degradation caused py human activities. It _i§ recog- 
nized ghpg Q some human activities this degradation prevention ggtl cannotQ 
p_rpcticab1y achieved. However, where prevention i_s practicgle; _i_t_ § intended 
tl1_at Q E achieved. Where it i_s_ _n_ot currently practicable; th_e development _o_f 
methods E4 technology gg fl make prevention practicable § encouraged. 

Sec. 2. [l03H.005] DEFINITIONS. 
Subdivision L APPLICABILITY. flip definitions Q E section apply 19 1 chapter. 
Subd. 2. AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL. “Agricultural chemical” means Q 

pesticide fertilizer, plant amendment, pg §9_il amendment. 

Subd. 1 HEALTH RISK LIMITS. “Health E limits” means g concentra- 
_t£>p o_f g substance 9; chemical adopted py gl_e pf gig commissioner o_f health Q i_s g potential drinking water contaminant because 9_f g systemic g carcin- 
ogenic toxicological result M consumption. 

Subd. §l_. BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES. “Best management pggp; 
tices” means ficticable voluntary practices 1:_h_a§ 515 capable o_f preventing gig 
minimizing degradation o_f groundwater, considering economic factors, availabil- 
_i_tyJ technical feasibility, implementability, effectiveness, 1111 environmental effects. @ management practices apply tp schedules pf activities; design app operation 
standards; restrictions o_f practices; maintenance procedures; management plans; 
practices Lg prevent §it_e releases, spillage; Q‘ leaks; application all u_se, 

gg’ chemi- 
@; drainggp from gay! material storage; operating procedures; treatment require- 
ments; a_ng other activities causing groundwater degradation. 

Subd. ; COMMON DETECTION. “Common detection” means detection 
o_f g pollutant pg § n_ot _d_1_1_e_ pp misuse pg unusual g unique circumstances, b_1_1_t_ 

i_s likely t_o b_e_ t_l_1_t_: result pf normal 1_1_§§ pf _a product 9_r a_ practice. 

Subd. 6. DEGRADATION. “Degradation" means changing groundwater 
from it_s natural condition py human activities. 

_S212;i. 7- FERTILIZER m t_h_e_ mama 212912 in 2% .64 
section 2; subdivision l_l_. 

Subd. Q GROUNDWATER. “Groundwater” means groundwater §_S defined 
i_p section 115.01; subdivision gt; 
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Subd. 2_. PESTICIDE. “Pesticide” h_a_s_ gig meaning given _ip section 18B.0l, 
subdivision 1!;

~ 
Subd. _l_(L PLANT AMENDMENT. “Plant amendment” l1_z_1_s_ flip meaning 

given _i_p article Q, section 2, subdivision _2__5_.

'

~ 
Subd. 1_1. POLLUTANT. “Pollutant” means 2_1 chemical pg substance f9; 

which Q health Q limit h_a_§ been adopted. 
~~ Subd. _l_2_; POLLUTION. “Pollution” means degradation o_f groundwater by 

_a_ pollutant. - 

Subd. J; SENSITIVE AREA. “Sensitive area” means _a geographic area 
defined py pgtural features where there _i§ _a significant ;is_k gfi groundwater 
degradation from activitiesconducted gt 9; near gig land surface.

~ 

~~ 

~~ Subd. _1_4_1; SOIL AMENDMENT. “Soil amendment” @_s the meaning given 
it; article Q, section _; subdivision 33;

~ 
_S_1_i_bg1_. L5; WATER RESOURCE PROTECTION REQUIREMENTS. “Water 

resource protection reguirements” means reguirements adopted by gig Q pr_1_e 
9; more pollutants intended tp prevent 2_l_I£I minimize pollution pf groundwater. 
Water resource protection requirements include design criteria, standards, oper- 
gtio_n 1151 maintenance procedures, practices Q prevent releases, spills, leaks‘, 
gig incidents, restrictions Q pg; §p_c_l practices, 5131 treatment requirements.

~ 

~~

~ 

PROTECTION OF SENSITIVE AREAS 
Sec. 3. [l03H.10l] PROTECTION OF SENSITIVE AREAS.

~ 

~~ 

~~~ 

~~~~ 

~~ 

~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 

~ 
~ 
~
~
~ 

Subdivision _l_. CRITERIA FOR DETERMINATION OF SENSITIVE 
AREAS. I_l_1_g commissioner Q‘ natural resources i_n consultation wig tl1_e Minne- 
§_o_te_1 geological survey, _so_il gig water conservation districts, local water planning 
authorities gn_gl_ <_)t_h_eg interested parties §h_afl develop specific criteria Q identi- 
fyi_pg sensitive groundwater areas app adopt tl1_e criteria l_)y rule.
~~ 

Subd. _; IDENTIFICATION OF SENSITIVE VAREAS. I_l_1g commissioner 
pf natural resources shall Q consultation 1 E Minnesota geological survey, 
identify the location _o_f sensitive areas lfl mapping apg other appropriate meth- 
9_c_i_§ after consulting th_e Minnesota geological survey, gm QC} water conserva- 
t_ip;1_ districts, Ed local water planning authorities. 

Subd. ;._ NOTIFICATION OF LOCATION OF SENSITIVE AREAS. IE 
commissioner _o_f natural resources shall: 

(_I_) notify political subdivisions _w_iQ planning 9; zoning authority Ed }& 
_v_i@ maps g_1_1_d pt_lg materials th_at_ §_l1<)_v_v where sensitive areas QE located1 
indicate ghg tyge _o_f E pf groundwater degradation E _r__n_ay occur fpm activi- LE at 2: 22:2: 1% __ssurface' 2m_d 
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Q) publish notification o_f sensitive areas i_n g newspaper o_f general" circula- 
tion Q th_e county where th_e sensitive areas a_re. located. 

Subd. 5 INFORMATION GATHERING. 1 commissioner pf natural 
resources shall coordinate t_lpe_ collection 9_f state £1 local information tp identi- 
fy sensitive areas. Information must Q automated pp 9; accessible t_Q systems 
developed gt _’th_e lapg management information center 91‘ gig gtzi planning 
agency. 

Subd. §_. STATE PROTECTION OF SENSITIVE AREAS. La) _"lli_e_ _cpn_i; 
missioner pf agriculture Q pollution resulting @ agricultural chemicals gig 
practices all Q9 pollution control agency Q glg_e_r pollutants pg consider gig 
type o_f @ identified under subdivision Q when adopting b_e_s; manage- 
ment practices, water resource protection plans, Q4 water resource protection 
requirements t_o prevent E minimize groundwater degradation Q sensitive 
areas. 

(Q) 19 
p. 

revent and minimize groundwater degradation, state agencies must 
consider t_h_e type o_f risk identified under subdivision § when undertaking Q 
activity within _€_l sensitive area. 

Subd. §_. ACTIONS BY REGULATING AUTHORITIES. Upon adoption 
pf _a_ comprehensive local water plan _as_ defined i_n chapter 110B g p water 
management plan under chapter 473, p regulating authority must take into 
account 1115 plan and fly geological assessments referenced ip gig plan when 
taking appropriate actions i_n sensitive areas. 

Subd. L STATE AGENCIES. E_acp sfl agency gig; gag Q program affect- 
iiig activities ghit may cause g contribute t_q groundwater pollution shall identi- 
_f_‘y gig develop p§§_t management practices t_o_ ensure gig gig program i_s consistent @ _a_ri_d i_s effective’ i_n achieving Q"-3 g_ga_l o_f section L @ t_li_c_>_s_g activities 
which ;n_a_1y cause _9_r_‘ contribute t_o pollution .C)_f groundwate; bit a_re _r_i_q directly 
regulated l_)y th_e state, _b_es_t management practices shall pg promoted through- 
education, support programs, incentives, grid other mechanisms. 

Sec. 4. [103H.105] CONSERVATION EASEMENTS TO PROTECT SEN- 
SITIVE AREAS. 

(3) Agricultural land within g sensitive area identified i_p section Q, subdivi- 
sion _2_, o_r ‘py Q board _o_f water and &il resources and land i_n o_r immediately 
surrounding g sinkhole i_s marginal agricultural land fpr_ pugposes _o_f section 
40.43, subdivision g_, and § eligible fo_r Q conservation reserve program under 
section 40.43. 

Q) Notwithstanding section 40.43, subdivision g, clauses Q) _a_r£i (_5_)g gig 
subdivision 4, gig board Q‘ water ggd ggfl resources may authorize acguisition 9_f 
hillside easements that restrict hillside pasturing pr grazing pf livestock. 

Sec. 5. [l03H.1l1] LIABILITY AFTER PROTECTION OF SENSITIVE 
AREA. 
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(Q) A landowner within a_ sensitive area, identified under section ;, h_a_s g 

complete defense t_o liability fin; degradation 9_f groundwater caused py surface 
water from 113 sensitive area recharging groundwater 

Q) t;h_e 1andowner’s portion pf t_l_1_e_ sensitive area _i§ subject t_o a plan adopted 
py tl1_e §p_i_l _an_d_ water conservation district t_o protect mp groundwater from 
degradation through surface water recharge; 

Q) th_e projects and j)r_actices required py th_e plan have been implemented 
g_p_(_1_ have been certified is having been implemented by E gil a_ngl_ water 
conservation district; 

Q) tlpg projects a_r_1(_1 practices reguired py fie plan a_rp maintained according 
£9 th_6 p___.1an' §1_1£l 

(gt) _t_l1e_ landowner E wt allowed unlawful practices o_n t_h_e property t_lu:1_t 
disrupt fl1_e_ projects g1_d_ practices required by ‘cl1_e plan. 

(_l_3_) The §_o_il gn_d water conservation district’s plan must include appropriate 
best management practices and water resource Lrotection requirements. 

Sec. 6. [103H.15l] BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES. 
Subdivision L DEVELOPMENT BY POLLUTION CONTROL AGENCY. 

Except pg provided i_r_1 subdivision _2_ fig agricultural chemicals fl practices, flip 
pollution control agency i_n consultation wit_h_ local water planning authorities 
§h_a1l_l develop @ management practices £9; flip prevention 9_f groundwater 
degradation Q specific activity pptpgories. T_l1e_ pollution control agency shall 
contact gig solicit comments from affected persons an_d businesses i_n developing 
_t_l_1_e _l;e§_t_ management practices. _'l_‘_l_1p pollution control agency £us_t publish 
notice Q31 gk)_o solicit comments and recommendations from state agencies gpg 
local governments affected 1_ay g regulating fie activities. 

Subd. _2_. AGRICULTURAL CHEMICAL BEST MANAGEMENT PRAC- 
TICES. fie commissioner 91‘ agriculture ip consultation @ l_oc_al water pla_n_; 
ping authorities _sl1gl_l develop bit management practices £95 agricultural chemicals 
g_n;1 practices. ”_l‘_h_e commissioner _s_lill giv_e public notice an_cl contact §n_d solicit comment from affected persons gig businesses interested i_n developing fig bist management practices. 

Subd. _3__. EDUCATION AND PROMOTION. llg commissioners o_f tpp 
pollution control agency pg agriculture, i_n conjunction yfi th_e board 91‘ water 
a_n_d_ gil resources, Q11 _:m_ci water conservation districts, §n_d thp Minnesota 
extension service, must momote E; management practices a_nc_1_ provide educa- 
_ti_o_p about _l_19_V_V ghg psye pf _b£st management jfictices y_vi_ll prevent, minimize 
reduce, pg eliminate t_h_§ source pf groundwater degradation. E promotion Ed education shall include demonstration projects.

~ 
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GROUNDWATER QUALITY MONITORING 
Sec. 7. [l03H.175] GROUNDWATER QUALITY MONITORING. 
Subdivision L MONITORING RESULTS TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY BOARD. flip results pf monitoring groundwa- 

_t_e_r guality by state Qgencies Qgl political subdivisions must ll; submitted tp _t_h_e 
state planning agency. 

Subd. _2_._ COMPUTERIZED DATA BASE. 1 ga_t_e_ planning agency _sl1_a1_l 
maintain Q computerized gig l_JQs§ 9_f_’tl1_e results o_f groundwater guality moni- 
toring i_n Q manner _t_hQ1 i_s accessible tp E pollution control agency, department 
91‘ agriculture, department o_f health; El department o_f natural resources. ”_I‘_l;§ 

planning agency shag assess th_e guality Qn_d reliability o_f th_e @ gig 
organize E QQE Q Q usable format. 

HEALTH RISK LIMITS 

Sec. 8. [103H.20l] HEALTH RISK LIMITS. ' 

Subdivision L PROCEDURE. (Q) If groundwater guality monitoring results 
show pig there _i_s Q degradation o_f groundwater, thp commissioner pf health 
may promulgate health Q limits under subdivision _2_ Q substances degrading 
_t_hp groundwater. 

(Q) Health fig limits shall pg determined py t_vQ methods depending _o_n_ 

their toxicological ell point. 

(9 Eg systemic toxicants th_at_ gg pgt carcinogens, tfi adopted health fig 
limits shall Q derived. ggg United States Environmental Protection Agency Q assessment methods using Q reference dose, Q drinking water equivalent Q 
uncertainty factor, a_nd Q factor £9; relative source contamination, which i_n 

general v_vifl measure a_n estimate o_f ggifly exposure _t_q E human population, 
including sensitive subgroupg gig § unlikely Q result i_n deleterious elfects 
during long-term exposure. 

(Q) f_o_r toxicants 1hQt Q_r_e known g probable carcinogeg, 33 adopted 
health @ limits shall 3 derived from Q quantitative estifitp 9_ftl1_e chemical’s 
carcinogenic potency published py th_e United States Environmental Protection 
A_gency’s carcinogen assessment group. 

Subd. _.’_Z_, ADOPTION. (Q) Health E limits shall pp adopted py rule. 
(Q) _I_f jg commissioner determines g1Q_t_ emergency conditions eLim Qpg fllg 

public health a_n_c1 welfare require th_e health gglc limits t_o pp adopted a_s soon QQ 
possible, fie commissioner fill promulga_te_ _t_II_§ adopted health g'sl_c limits nLt- 
withstanding chapter _1_4 pig _t_lg adop‘ ted health @ limits adopted under tlg 
paragraph Q3; o_nl_y effective Q o_n§_ E, 
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Subd. ;3_._ REVIEW AND REVISION. Q) 1 commissioner shall review 
each adopted health Q limit a_t least every [pig years. 

(l_)) The commissioner may revise health risk limits under subdivision A 
Subd. 512 ADOPTION OF EXISTING RECOMMENDED ALLOWABLE 

LIMITS. (Q) Notwithstanding id _ip Fgp pf subdivision 2, jg commissioner 
may adopt recommended allowable limits established py t_l_i_e_ commissioner o_n g before May _I_, 1989, pg health _r_i_sl5 limits under mi_s subdivifl; Before p 
recommended allowable limit i_s adopted ps_ pp adopted health @ limit under 
grip subdivision, tl1_e commissioner shall: 

Q) publish _ip ply State Register @ disseminate through t_l;p Minnesota 
extension service £1 through §_o_il 2_1_r_1_d water conservation districts notice pf 
intent t_q adopt p recommended allowable _l_i_n_1jt gs pp adopted health Q ipit M specific substances ELI mp solicit information _<p1_ mp health impacts o_f 33 
substance; 

Q) publish E recommended allowable limit i_n th_e State Register at 
disseminate through tl1_e Minnesota extension service a_n_d through gpfl ppg water 
conservation districts allowing Q days Q" public comment; fig 

Q) publish Q recommended allowable limit _i_r_1 fig State Register and, pg 
file same time, make available a_ summagy 9_f_‘ t_l_1§ public comments received grip 
]:_l_i_e commissioner’s responses 3_o_ ]l1__e_ comments.

~ 
(p) /_5._ recommended allowable limit adopted py Q commissioner pp Q 

adopted health E limit under flip subdivision my 13 challenged Q tfi man- 
peg provided Q sections 14.44 E 14.45. 

(9) After J_uly L 1991, _ap_c_l_ before September ‘-1-: 1991, ;5_ pg more persons 
may submit 5 written request §o_r 3 public hearing _§§ provided under section 
14.25 [pg gpy health @ limits §_s adopted under @ subdivision. 

EVALUATION AND COMMON DETECTION OF POLLUTION 
Sec. 9. [103H.25l] EVALUATION OF DETECTION OF POLLUTANTS. 
Subdivision _1_._ METHODS. jg) ;I‘_h_e commissioner pf agriculture Q‘ pollu- 

ti_o_p resulting from pgricultural chemicals fl practices z_1_1_1g pg pollution control 
agency f_o_1_‘ other pollutants §_lLll evaluate plgp detection _o_f pollutants i_n ground- 
water o_f Qp §@=._. Evaluation pf )3 detection pi_a_y include collection technigue, 
sampling handling techninue. laboratory practices, other quality control prac- 
tices, climatological conditions, gpg potential pollutant sources. 

(pl If conditions indicate a_ likelihood _o_f Q detection o_f tl1_e pollutant pg 
pollutant breakdown product pp pp _a common detection, th_e commissioner pf 
agriculture g fig pollution control agency must begin development o_fg 
management practices gig continue tp monitor fpg t_h_e pollutant g pollutant 
breakdown products. 
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Subd. _2_. ANALYSIS OF POLLUTION TREND. 1 commissioner o_f 
agriculture £<_)_r pollution resulting from agricultural chemicals gng practicesE 
th_e pollution control agency Q other pollutants shall develop gi implement 
groundwater monitoring gig} hydrogeologic evaluation following pollution detec- Q tp evaluate pollution frequency ggg concentration trend. Assessment _o_f _t_l_i_§ 
site-specific gig pollutant-specific conditions _ap_¢_i_ g_l_i_e_ likelihood o_f common 
detection must include applicable monitoring, pollutant g information, physi- 
c_al gig chemical properties o_f E pollutant, hydrogeologic information, all 
review o_f information _zm_<i Q from other local, state, gr federal monitoring 
data bases. 

Sec. 10. [l03H.275] MANAGEMENT OF POLLUTANTS WHERE 
GROUNDWATER IS POLLUTED. 

Subdivision 1; AREAS WHERE GROUNDWATER POLLUTION IS 
DETECTED. Q) I_f groundwater pollution § detected, g state agency 9; political 
subdivision tg regulates Q activity causing pg potenthglly causing g contribu- 
tign tp jt_l_i_<_: pollution identified shall promote implementation pf _b_e_g manage- 
ment pi_‘z_1gtices _tg prevent g minimize E source 9_f pollution Q tli_e extent 
practicable. 

(D) _'_F_l_ig pollution control agency, g _fo_r agricultural chemicals gng practices, 
tli_e commissioner o_f agriculture _rp2_iy adopt water source protection require- 
ments under subdivision g thgat 51$ consistent @ th_e go_al o_f section _l_ e_1pgQ 
commensurate y_i’gl_i thg groundwater pollution i_f th_e implementation o_f list 
management practices have proven pg b_e ineffective. 

(Q) The water resources protection requirements mustE 
Q) designed t_o prevent and minimize l;_l’1_€ pollution _t_g _t_l§ extent practicable; 

Q) designed t_o prevent tfi pollution from exceeding tl'i_e health risk limits; 
and 

Q) submitted Q th_e legislative water commission. 
Subd. A ADOPTION OF WATER RESOURCE PROTECTION REQUIRE- MENTS. (g) @ pollution control ggency, g‘ Q‘ agricultural chemicalsE 

practices, E commissioner o_f agriculture ill adopt py _rgl§ water resource 
protection reguirements E g consistent @ th_e go_al o_f section 1 t_o prevent 
gng minimize tl1_e pollution Q th_e extent practicable. 1 proposed rugle must b_e 
submitted t_o 1;h_e legislative water commission E review before adoption. 1 
water resource protection requirements must Q based gi th_e u_se gig effective- § management practices, th_e product pg £1 practices contributing t_o 
jt_l_i§ pollution detected, economic factors, availability, technical feasibility, implemen- 
tability, 1 effectiveness. 1 water resource protection requirements fly 3 
adopted E E g pollutants Q" g similar o_f pollutants. A water 
resource protection requirement gy ri_g_t_ Q; adopted before January L ‘I991. 
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Q) Before t_l_1a water resource protection requirements ape; adopted, ply; ppk 
lution control agency 9; alga commissioner _o_f agriculture {o_r agricultural chemi- 
gala app practices must notify affected persons £1 businesses Q comments anp 
input i_p developing t_h_e_ water resource protection requirements. 

ga) Unless fig water resource protection requirements g t_o cover th_e entire 
state, t;h_e water resource protection requirements a_re o_n1y effective i_n_ 

designated py t_h_e commissioner o_fQ1a pollution control agency py order 9; _f_q 
agricultural chemicals arid practices ip areas designated py th_e commissioner _o_f 
agriculture l_>y order. IQ procedures £9; issuipg tpa order apd 1;h_e effective cl_at_g 
o_f flip order must Q included i_n Q water resource protection requirements 
rule. 

(pl) Ilia water resource protection requirements r_ula must contain proce- 
dures Q‘ notice _t_q pa given _t__(_>_ persons affected py Q9 gala a_1_1_d order pf t_l§ 
commissioner. m procedures may include notice py publication, personal 
service, an_d other appropriate methods 39 inform affected persons 

gg" tfi ru_le 
_a_r_1g commissioner’s order.

' 

(a) A person £h_o_ i§ subiect ta a water resource protection requirement fig] 
apply _t9_ _t_l_1_e_ pollution control agency, g [gr agricultural chemicals Ea practices 
1l_1_e_ commissioner o_f agriculture, E suggest Q alternative protection reguire- 
ment. Within _6__Q Qya fir receipt, _t_l1g agency g commissioner o_f agriculture 
must approve o_r deny th_e request. if tl1_e pollution control agency _o_1_' commis- 
sioner pf agriculture approves _t_l'_l_6_ request, Q order must l_3_e_: issued approving 
;l_1__e alternative protection requirement. 

(Q A person 1119 violates a water resource protection requirement relating 
t_o pollutants, other tl_1ap agricultural chemicals, ia subiect t_Q tfi penalties fag 
violating a _r_u_l_a adopted under chapter Q A person Llio violates a water 
resource protection reguirement relating t_o agricultural chemicals _a_n_c_l_ practices 
is subject _t_g tfi penalties far violatipg a Q]; adopted under chapter 18D. 

Sec. 11. [103H.280] AUTHORITY IS SUPPLEMENTAL. 
The authority pf tm pollution control agency and Q15; commissioner _o_f 

agriculture Q E article i_s supplemental t_o other authority given py Q and 
does not restrict other authorities. 

Sec. 12. NITROGEN COMPOUNDS IN GROUNDWATER STUDY. 
Lire pollution control agency @ _t_h_a department o_f agriculture, i_n consulta- 

ti_op yv_it_l3 _t_l1_e_ board pf water a_1_1<_i gil resources fld aha Minnesota experiment 
station _Q1a_ll prepare a report an nitrate ag related nitrogg compounds 
_ip groundwater. Llie report fill consider recommendations made py _lp_aa_l 
government i_p comprehensive local water plans a_nal _s_lg_l_l incogporate Lila findings 
o_f thp nitrogen fertilizer tag force apd utilize Er developed l_)y th_e Minnesota 
experiment station. I_l_1_i_§ report _s_ha_ll la; submitted t_o _t_h_e_ legislative water com- 
mission py Lilly 1, 1991. 1 commission $111 provide recommendations Q th_e 
legislature _l_)y November 1_5, 1991, based upon @ report. 
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1 report shall Q based Q existing information an_d s_ha_l1 examine agzg 
_ip which improvements i_n th_e state £1 local response t_o E problem arg 
feasible. ;I‘_l_1_e report shall address" th_e following issues: th_e determination o_f 
trends _i_p nitrogen pollution; causative factors; th_e development o_f recom- 
mended E management practices tp reduce gig minimize pig pollution; regu- 
latogy control_s; _t_l3g_ feasibility _(_>_f proposed treatment E corrective g mitigative 
measures; E E economic impacts pf proposed corrective measures. 

> 

[ARTICLE 2 

WATER RESEARCH, INFORMATION, AND EDUCATION 
Section 1. [3.887] LE-CISLATIVE WATER COMMISSION. 
Subdivision ESTABLISHMENT. legislative water commission i_s estab- 

lished. 
, 

. . 

Subd. A MEMBERSHIP. (Q) 1 legislative _water commission shall con- 
s_is_t p__i_' t_e_p members appointed § follows: 

Q) E members o_f th_e th_e senate with minority representation proportionate 
tp minority membership Q E senate t_o Q appointed py th_e subcommittee gr; 
committees and t_o serve until their successors g appointed; and 

Q) flyp members _o_f _t_hp house pf representatives with minority representa- 
tion proportionate t_o minority membership i_n th_e house ftp pp appointed py Q; 
speaker _(_)j‘tl1_e house and t_o_ serve until their successors g appointed. 

Q) Vacancies shall E filled i_n E same manner as 115‘ original positions. ' 

(Q Vacancies occurring o_11’tl1_e commission Q n_ot affect 1:h_e authority o_f tl1_e 
remaining members o_f'tl1_e legislative water commission tp car1_'y git t_l_1p function 
2f £1.19 ’_ 

Subd. 3. SUBCOMMITTEES. Two subcommittees shall be established in 
the legislative water commission, one o_n groundwater and one _0_I1 surface water. 

Subd. i STAFF. T_h§ legislative water commission _Ip_ay appoint grid 3 th_e 
compensation o_f additional Egg app otherpersonnel a_r£1 consultants necessa1_'y 
t_o enable the commission 39 gtgy ppt it_s function, pr t_o contract E services tp 
supply necessary subiect 12 Q approval o_f t11_e_legislative coordinating 
commission under section 3.305. State employees subject Q _(>_iv_il service IE E regulations fllq rgy J3 assigned t_o th_e commission shall retain E service 
status without interruption g l_q_s_s _o_f status Q privilege.~ 

Subd. i POWERS AND DUTIES. (3) _T_h§ legislative water commission 
shall review water policy reports 2_1p_d recommendations o_f E environmental 
quality board, gig biennial report pf tpg board o_f water £1 §o_il resources,E 
other water-related reports _2_1§ may‘_b_§ reguiredvpy Q Q; tlg legislature. 
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~ 
(p) The commission may conduct public hearings and otherwise secure data 

and comments. 
~~ (9) The commission shall make recommendations pg i_t deems proper pg 

assist t_h_e legislature i_n formulating legislation. 

~~ (Q) Data g information compiled [)1 g legislative water commission QQ 
subcommittees £111 ‘pg made available t_o @ Minnesota future resources com- 
mission app standing pig interim committees pf _th_e legislature pp request pf 13 
Lair o_f th_e respective commission g committee. ~~

~
~ 

Subd. Q: STUDY. :l"_hp legislative water commission @ study th_e recom- 
mendations _o_fg1_e_ environmental quality board fg fllg management a_n;l protec- 
t_i_cm o_f water resources Q E gtptgg g_n_d §h_afl report it_s findings t_o tl_1g Minnesota 
future resources commission g_n_d t_l1e_ l_eg§ature py November l_5_, 1991, pp 
tfi state’s water management needs 1'9; _tp§ @ 2000. 

Subd. ]_. EFFECTS OF SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE. IQ legislative 
water commission §_l_1pl_l study _tl1__g implementation pr_1g1_ effects o_f sustainable 
agriculture i_n me; state including current E potential practices app their effect 
pp water E groundwater. 

~~~

~
~
~
~

~ 
Subd. Q REPEALER. This section jg repealed elfective June Q, 1995. 
Sec. 2. [l7.ll4] SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE. 

~~ 

~~ 

~~ 

~~~ 

~~ 

~~~

~ 

~~ 

~ 

~~ 

~~ 

~~ 

Subdivision _l_. PURPOSE. Ip assure th_e viability o_f agriculture Q tl_1_i§ 
state, ;h_e_ commissioner shall investiga_t_g, demonstrate, report gm, a_rg make 
recommendations pp me current e_1_n_<_i_ future sustainability pf agriculture i_n_ pip 
gt_a_tg Sustainable agriculture l_1_a_§ _t_l'_i_e_ meaning given t_o i_t _ip l._agv_s 1987, chapter 
gag, article Q, section Q 

Subd. _2_. DEFINITIONS. Eo_r purposes o_f E section, fll_§_ following defini- 
tions apply: 

(3 “Sustainable agriculture” represents th_e fit aspects o_f traditional gig 
modern ggriculture py using g fundamental understandipg o_f nature _§ fill _:_1_s_ 

_t_l1_e latest scientific advances t_o_ create integrated, self-reliant, resource conserv- 
jpg practices E enhance jg’, enrichment pfglle environment gn_d provide short- $1 lppg-term productive pp(_i economical agriculture. 

(Q) “Integrated pppt management” means psp pf g combination pf approach- 
e_s_, incogporating tpg judicious application pf ecologi_c_a_l principles, management 
technigues, cultural a_ng biological controls, 2_1pc_l chemical methods, Q keep pests 
below levels where piggy pp economic damage. 

Subd. ; DUTIES. (a) Lht3_ commissioner shall: 
(1) establish p clearinghouse and provide information, appropriate educa- 

tional opportunities and other assistance 19 individual_s, producers, and groups 
about sustainable agricultural technigues, practices, and opportunities; 
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(2) survey producers and support services and organizations tp determine 
information and research needs _ip tpp area _o_f sustainable agricultural practices; 

Q) demonstrate tfi on-farm applicability o_f sustainable agriculture prac- 
Lifl Q Liiticm i_n Qua .s1§L°=; 

L4) coordinate tl1_e efforts o_f state ggencies regarding activities relating t9_ 
sustainable agriculture; 

Q) direct Q programs pf th_e department _sp § t_o work toward Q sustain- 
ability pf agriculture Q Lis state; 

(Q) inform agencies o_f how state o_r federal programs could utilize and 
support sustainable pgriculture practices; 

(1) work closely _vy_i_t_l_; farmers, Q University o_f Minnesota, app other appro- 
priate pgganizations t_o identify opportunities 11 needs Q _v\£1l pg assure coordi- 
nation 11 avoid duplication _o_f state agency efforts regarding research, teaching, E extension pv_9;l_< relating _tp sustainable agriculture; a_ng 7 

Q) report _tp _t_l_1_e legislature evegy odd-numbered year. 

(Q T_l1e report under paragraph (pg clause Q), must include: 
Q) tl1_e presentation gpig analysis _o_f findingp regarding tpe current status gd 

trends gpgarding th_e economic condition o_f producers; gl_1_e_ status o_f gil El 
water resources utilized pg production agriculture; tpg magnitude o_f off-farm 
inputs used; £1 th_e amount o_f nonrenewable resources used 'l_)y Minneso- 
t_a farmers; 

Q) Q description pf current state g federal programs directed toward sus- 
tainable agriculture including significant results and experiences 53' those programs; 

Q) Q description o_f specific actions Q department o_f agriculture 5 taking i’r_1 
thp area pf sustainable agriculture; 

(3) 2_1 description o_f current and future research needs §_t a_ll levels _ip E area 
pf sustainable agriculture; and 

Q) suggestions fpr changg Q existing programs pg policies pi; enactment _o_f E programs _c_>_1_' policies Q1311 wil_l affect farm profitability, maintain §p_il pig 
water quality, reduce input costs, pg lessen dependence pppp nonrenew- 
gle resources. ‘ 

Subd. i INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT. (p) flip state shall pro- 
mote pg facilitate _tpe_ psp pf integrated pit management through education, 
technical 9; financial assistance, information gig research.

‘ 

Q) The commissioner shall coordinate th_e development pf g state approach 
t_o mp promotion and pie o_f integrated pest management, which shall include 
delineation o_f@ responsibilities 9_fth_e state, public post-secondary institutions, 
Minnesota extension service, local units _o_f government, and th_e private sector; 
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establishment pf information exchange and integration; procedures Q identify- 
ipg research needs and reviewing and preparing informational materials; procedures @ factoring integrated pest management into state laws, rules, £1 uses o_f 
pesticides; §p_(_l_ identification pf barriers t_o adoption. 

(Q) % commissioner shall report _t_g 33 governor a_nc_l legislature py Novem- @ _l_5_, 1990, §11_C_l pp _a biennial basis thereafter. 
Sec. 3. [40.3l] ENVIRONMENTAL AGRICULTURALIST EDUCATION 

PROGRAM. 
Subdivision _l_, PROGRAM. Q environmental agricultural program i_s estab- 
(_l_) tg work with agricultural producers;‘ 

Q) t_o_ advise _:m_d inform agricultural producers Q th_e impact‘ o_f certain 
farming practices gr water guality; 

Q) t_o promote sustainable agriculture through E o_f best management 
practices and integrated pest management; 

(1) _t_O_ demonstrate and evaluate alternative pesticide practices; apd 

Q) 3; develop £1 promote farm profitability through a_ reduction in farm 

Subd. A CONTRACTS. Contracts tp car_ry ppt the program must 3 awarded 
by tl_1_e_ board _o_f water gpg sLil resources following review py t_l1§ legislative water 
commission. ' 

Sec. 4. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 40.42, is amended by adding a 
subdivision to read: 

Subd. Q SENSITIVE AREA. “Sensitive area” means _a geographic area 
defined lg natural features where th_e groundwater is a_t significant ;i_s_k pf con- 
tamination from activities conducted at or near the land surface. 

Sec. 5. Minnesota Statutes 1988, section 40.43, subdivision 2, is amended 
to read: 

Subd. 2. ELIGIBLE LAND. (51) Land may be placed in the conservation 
reserve program if the land complies with paragraph gp) grg: 

(1) is marginal agricultural land; or; 

Q) is adjacent to marginal agricultural land and is either beneficial to resource 
protection or necessary for efficient recording of the land description; or; 

Q) consists of a drained wetland; or is land that with a winelbreale would be 
beneficial to reseuree gi cropland adjacent to the restored wetland 
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